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CONCORD, N.H. 
lire Paul Ee Farnum 

Doputy Commissioner of Iducation 
State House Annex . 

Concord, Ncw Hampshire 


Dear Mr. Farnuns 


Upon ro-examining our letter of Decesber 10, 1958 roe 
lating to the conduct of town and school meetings wo find that some of 
our statements may require clarification. | | , 


In answer to your first inquiry we indicated that it is 
Allepal to conduct both meetings at the same time which may be considered 
to be inconsistent with the enswer to your sccond question 4n which we — 
stated that the school district warrant may be considered during the 
period when the polls are still open for town balloting. 


In our answers to both questions it was our intention ‘to 
make 4t clear that the two meetinca rust be conducted scparately so that 
there 4s no conflict between the two, or any interference with one by 
the other, In brief, we believe that the moetings may be conducted at 
the same time only to the linited extcnt indicated in our ansver to 
Cusstion #2, and then only if the towm balloting and consideration of 
articlos in the school warrant may bo dons in such a manner that. neither 
meoting interferes with the other. If town voting and school voting are 
conducted at the same time there must be scvarate ballot boxes, seporate 
voting booths and sennrate election officials. 


Towns and school districts each have their om officers, 
and one who 4s an officer 4n both cannot act in a dual capacity ani per- 
form his sepirate town and school district duties at one and the same | 
tina. Thus, for example, ono who 4s both town moderator and school dis- 
trict modorator cannot in his capacity as moderator of the school district 
preside over the school moeting at tho samo tims he is recoiving town | 
ballots in his capacity. as town moderator, By the same token one who is 
both town clerk and clerk of the school district cannot in his capacity 
as tow clerk chock off names on the town check list and at the same time 
in his capacity as clerk of the school district record the minutes of the 
school district meeting. The foreroing examples are not intended to be 
all inclusive, but are given simply to illustrate the principle that one 
cannot perform duties as a town official and a school district official 
at one and the same tine. 





4T-GENERAL . 


Val pT cory. 


e re Farnws 
Desty Copan ona of Education ote 12/16/58 


. h difficulty and 
We repoat our strong beltef that mc 
confusion can be avoided if the two mectings are conducted at different 
 t4mos and preferably on different dates. 


Vory truly your's, 


| . Georgo Te Ray, dr. 
CTR,Jr/m ~ Assistant Attorney General 
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